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A General Epiſtle to the People of God, in 
ſccorn called QUAKRES, in England, |} 
and elſewhere. 1 
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| I 
Dear Friends, Brethren and Siſters, | ö 
Nto whom the viſitation of Life in the Son of the Fa- 
ther's Love hath reached ; when you were as dry bones 
ſcatterred upon the Earth here and there, the Com 
paſſionate Bye of a tender Father was tou ards you, and bis . 
Word breathed I ife unto you, giving you Know ledge and Un- 
derſtanding: And gathered you together to be his Houſehold of 
Faith, in this latter Age of the world. The Salutation of my 
_ dear and unfeigned, fatherly and brotherly Love at this time ex- 
tendeth ir ſelf freely unto you all, in the heavenly unity of tat 
one Spirit of Life, by which we were firſt quickned, who were 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins as well as others: Oh that Grace, Mer 
cy, Love and Truth, with all the Fruits of Righteouſneſs may 
grow, increaſe, and be abundantly multiplied in and amongſt 
{ You all, this my Youl daily breaths to the Lord on your behalf, 
+ Who are heirs together of the Grace of God, being planted into 
dhe likeneſs of his Son, to bear his heavenly Image, and as Li- 
| ving Members, fitly joynted and framed together under one 
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Head, to be a compleat Body in him; you are as Living Epiſt!es 
{ Vritten with the Spirit of the Living God in one anothers Hearts, 
' Wholivesand moves in your Integrity, and continues in your 
; firſt Love without wavering, here you daily have and receive 
VMercies and Bleſſings from above, with a daily increaſe of Life ne 
and Vertue in your Boſoms, whereby your ſtrength is renewed WM 
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as the Morning, amd you need go no more forth: for your 
Bread is ſure in your own Houles, and Springs of Water in 
your own Wells. My Soul bleſſeth God in the Remembrance 
ol you, ho ate made Living Monuments of his Mercy, and 
are daily waiting for the Conſolation of Hels God, ho in this 
his glorious Day is fulfilling his antient Promiſe in manifeſting 
him, whoſe Voice is not heard in the Stretrs, yet ordained of 
G:d to bring forth Judgment to t eGextiles, and to be their Light 
and Glory, and this we are Witneſſes of in our day, through the 
tender mercy of our God in viſiting us with his antient Goſpel 
day, ſpringing f om on high, who ſate in darkneſs as well as others, 
and were by nature the Children of Vrath; When we thus laid 
p2luted in our Blood, he ſaid unto us, Lze, and his Word was 
an everlaſting Covenant. Oh! let all who are made pertakers 
of fo great Love and Mercy, live in the daily Remembrance 
"taereof, and walk worthy of Io great Salvation in all Humility 
and Godly Sincerity, as Lights in the world, that your good 
Works to them may appear daily, which are the proper effectz 
of that living Faith you have from God received, by this alone 
your Faith will be ſeen to live, and you in it, for all the Body 
without the Spirit is dead, ſo Faith without Works is dead alſo; 
And being planted into the likenefs of him who is from above, 
you may bear his Image,and be cloathed with his Righteouſneſs, 
for no other Covering will hide your nakedneſs from the World, 

nor keep your Beauty and Comlineſs in the fight of Gd. 
And now my beloved Friends, Brethren And Siſters, who ate of 
the Houſehold of Faith, ſeeing the Lord hath choſen you to 
place his great Name in, by the Revelation of his Son, Which 
Ages and Generations before you knew not, as ſound and he- 
nourable Veitels in the Houſe of the Lord keep your places and 
ſtation, and let your Chaſte Converſation coupled with fear aid 
gravity in every place where you dwell, be ſeen and known un- 
to all men, for to this purpqſe were you called and ſeparated 
from the Ways, Worſhips, and evil! uſtoms of this preſent 
world, to be che firſt Fruits in the Lord's Vincyard, _ - 7 
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though in a weary and deſolate Land. 
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hath planted with his right hand in a very fruirful Hill 


to them he is and will be as ihe ſhadow ot a mighty Rock, 

Bur he will ſitt the Nations in the Sieve of his Wrath, who 
have diſpiſed his Word, Grace, Life and Conſolarion, which is 
the Root and moving caule of all true Worſhip and Service ro 
bim; This the Corner-ſtone wich Babes Fuilders have rejct- 


ed as uſeleſs to them, and thinks to reach Heaven without it, 


this will bring Confuſion upon all Religions on Earth if they 
continue rejrcting this Stone, their buildings, though never ſo 
high, will tall, for the Judgment of the great Whore is come, 


who hath made Nations drunk with her glittering Cop and the 


fall of Babylon as a Mill ſtone into the Sea is at hand, and all her 


Lovers who have made Merchandize of the Souls of men, {ſhall 
mourn and be aſtoniſhed at her de ſtruction. | 


And now my beloved Friends and Brethren as the Lord hath 
called us out of her, and hath opened our Eyes to ſee her Whore- 
doms and Abominations among all ſorts of Profeſſions, whoſe 
Hearts and Minds are adulterated from God, though in- words 
they make a large profeſſion of him, yet in Works deny him; This 
is Atheiſm in nature, look not back at her again, nor ſtay with 
her in her Suburbs, neither ler any thing of her Language, Cu- 


ſtoms or Nature remain, for that will lead to depart from the 


living God and his heavenly F:ruſalem, to the love of her again, 
who is the Mother of Harlots and Abomination of the Earth. 
Oh! the exceeding Riches ot the Father's Love, who hath not 


called us unto Wrath, but to obtain Mercy, in turning every 


one of us from our Iniquities, who have loved and obtyed his 


Truth. Therefore as dear Children of one Father, let us live in 
all humble ſubjection unto him, who hath begotten us again unto | 


a living hope by the Word of his Power, to be the firſt Fruits _ 
7 | LR | | 8 


Oh! 
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wait for his watering from on hin, which will be known and 


witneſſed as your own Hearts kept empry and open unto him 
| for he IS Waiting ro be gratl. 45 and boun. ful ro his choſen Seed, 
Flock and Family every wh. Who bt p ins Hora and Covenant, 


3 SET an an ee 
EEC e 


N 


3 


bis Glory in theſe latter Ages ofthe World, ia which he 
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glorifi. d. in, by, and thorow us, or withou- us : For of Stones 
he can raiſe up Children unto Alrabham, who ſhall glorifie his 


Name in the day of their Viſi:ation, by walking in his L. ght and 
Covenant. But if we walic in the Light as Children of the day, 
in watchfulneſs, ſobriety and honeſty, we ſhall keep our holy 

Union and Fellowii-:ip one with another, without Jar or Scrife, 
Debate or Content ion, and the Blood of Jeſus Chriit his Son, we 


{hall daily witneſs to cleanſe us from our din, and then the good 
purpoſe of the Lord will be aniwered in viſiting us with his hea- 


venly Goſpel day. wiich dau ned ald ſprung in our hearts, by 
which the Seat of Antichriſt hath been diſcovered, and the hid- 
den things of Efa# brought to light, which nothing could mani: - 


feſt but the arifing and appearance of theSon of Righteouſnels in 
theHearts of the Sons of men,by thisGoſpel-day with which God 
hath viſited us, is all falſe Spirits upon the tarth diſcerned, and 
every decd of darkneſs manifeſted, yea the very Seat of Antichriſt 
diſcovered. In the firſt breaking forth of this day God made us 
a willing People, and put upon us the Helmet ot Salvation, and 


irded us with the Sword of the Spirit, and made us able ro War | 
With the Dragon and his Power, and thoro Faith gave us ma, 


ny and great Victories, yea we were made more then Conquerers, 


Oh! the ſweet remembrance of this day is now with me, who 
am warned to warn you, to live in a daily ſence and conſideration 


of the height, depth, breath and length of the love of Gad, and 
his tender mercy to us ward, who are by Nature Children of Wrath 
as well as others, and ſate in darkneſs and in the region of the ſhadow 
of dea h;; And when we recount. the vile fort of men, e can 
ſay ſuch were.ſome of us, but God hath mercifully waſhed our 


Garments in the Blood of his dear Son, and hath pur upon us the 
Garments of Praiſe for the Spirit of heavineſs, which ſurrounded 


us in the long and dark night of Apottacy, which hath been over 
the world for Ages and Generations cetore we had our beings; 


but the Darkneſs is paſt, and the true Light now ſhineth. Oh! that 
the remembrance ot that exceeding Riches and kindneſs _ li 
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God hath manifeſted in us, may ever be with us and that we may N | 

waik worthy. of ſo high*a Calling in a'l holy Converfarion and 
Godlineſs, for to this end were we called an ſeparated from a- 
mong many, to be the firſt Fruits unto God in chis larter age 
of the world, and hereby will his Name be renowned throne = 
out the world by us, as we daily walk in a hoiy « onverfation Þ 8 
coupled with fear,lowlinels, and tenderneſs, or lo is our ſubjecki- 
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on to him manifeited, and the ſame Witness which we have re- © 
ceived be reached and raiſed in the Hearts and Conltien ces of the 2 
Sons of men. wno wili not otherwiſe be reached, and they will » # © 
bleſs God on our behalf in the day of their vilitation. But if any +» Þ 5 
walk looſely, and let go the Girdle of Truth, and begin to cat ang # © 
drink with the Drunkards, and to contend with, or beat their . 3 
fellow Servant, or draw back into a fleſhiy liberty, whereby the bit = © 
Crols of Chriſt is thrown aſide, neglected and deſpiſed, the Lord of, 3 


4 
that Servant will appear in a day when he i leaſt avare of him, and | | 
appoint him his Portion with Hypocrites, where is weeptng forrver. 1 4 
For God will not now be mocked with any eople or Profeſſion 5 5 | 
they n bo ſow to the Fleſh ſhall dye, wither and inherit Corruption, 
but they who ſow to the Sperit of I rath,and walk in its Law, ſhall live 
and flouriſh, and reap Life and Vertue daily; For its Miniſtration $10 
is the laſt a d greateſt the world ſhall be viſited withal, where- $3 
by Life and Immortality ſhall again appear to all Nations, Rin- 
dreds, and Tongues upon the face of the Earth; if they receive 
and walk in it, for it is ordained of God to be the guide ot Lite 
to all the Sons and Daughters of Adam, to lead them out of the fall 
into the way of Peace, and hall fulfil the laſt and great Pro- 1 
pheſie, Rev. 2 1.24. That the Nations of them that are ſaved ſhall Wy 
walk in the Lip ht of the Lamb, and the K ings of the Earth ſpall bring 
their glory and honour nnto it, and the Glory and Honour 0 the 44 
Gentiles ſhall be brought unto it, Ver. 25. This is begun to be ful- 4 
filled in the Earth, and many are come & coming to the brightnels | lf 
of his riſing, Whoſe coming is as the Light which ariſeth in the i 
Eaſt and ſhineth to the Weſt, that none may be left unviſi:ed lh 
with this glory but all who mut their Eyes from this glorious j "4 


San thall have no benefit by his appearance, but {hall ſtumble * li 
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| | l | 
fall, and riſe no more unto Lite. Peace, and Salvation, and ſhall dye 


in their Sins & periſh in their Unrighteduſneſs, for none can have 
the benefit eicher of the Death, Paſſion, or Reſurrection of Jeſus, 
purpoſed of God for all mankind, but u ho doth believe, receive 
and follow him, who went before and trod the V. inc-picls alone. 

And as the rejecting »t hun in his outward appearance, was the ru- 

in of the outward Jews.cven ſo the diſpiſing of him in his inward 
and ſpiritual appearance will be the ruin and downfall of the out- 
ward Chriftiaxs, this Teſtimony I mult leave to the world, and it 

ſhall live & be fultilled when lam gone hence, no more to be ſeen. 
But you my dearly b.loved Friends and Brethien who hae accepted 

of this day, and have opened your Eyes to ehold the glorious Son of 

Rig teouſneſs, which is now riſen wi h healing in his Winzs, let your 


— 


moderation appear to all men, and «alk honeſtly as in the day, and keep 


on your Breaſt-plate of Faith tha! the Enemy wound 1 ou not, for your 


Sincerity is within your Spiritual Armour, in your holy Mountain where 
no devourer can come. | | 

And though the L-:rd hath t ken Peace from the Earth, where Righte- 
. ouſneſs dwells not, and o:.e Mountain riſes againſt another and hear one 
another to duſt, be not ti oubled at theſe things for they muſt be, and alſo 
Famines, Peſtilences and, Earthquakes in divers places, they are but the 
beginning of Sorrows, to them who have deſpiſed the Mercy and Long- 


ſuflerings of the Lord, and hath tleighted and neglected che da, of their 


Vin tation, which hath been for many years, in which he hath ſtr.:ye with 
them by lis Spirit, and hath waited to be good and gratious to the worlt 
of men, but they have not known nor conſidered in this their day, the 


things which belong to their peace. I pray God it be not hid from their 


Eyes, but we are commanded to ſay, whatever befalls the world, it thall 


go well with the Righreous in itztherefore ſtand ſtill in your Tent doors, 


and quietly wait to ſee the Salvation of God thorow all theſe Over- 
turnings which he ſuffers to be in the Earth. | SR | 
Otten would the Lord have gathered ENGLAND under the ſhadow 
of his Wing and Power, but they (I mean the greater part] have retu- 
ſed to he gathered, and hate to be reformed, of this lam a living Wits 
neſs, they were invited to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, but they 
have made ſeveral Excuſes, yea wilful and obſtinate refuſals to come, 
which hath kindled the wrath of the Maſter of theFeaſt, to ſay they {ball 
not taſte at my Table. And he will invite other Guelts more hungry and 


willing. 


4 
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willing fo come, who ſhall fill bis H.uſe : Of this we have, and mav y 
b more Eye-witneſles, tor i e 1: ſhaking the Eart 1 and Heavens, th; 


thai which is to be (Taken may be re moved, that the F andation . = 
cannot be ſnake n may rewai:, ſure forever. And he will gather his Sheep 


out of ail Kingdoms, and ſrom all barren Mountains where they have 
been ſcatter ed in This cloudy aud dark night, which hach continued 
for Ages and Genet at ions before us. | 


Therefore dear Friends, lift up your Heads in the dominion of Gods 


- Poyer, of which you are made partakers, fo: you; Jeiverance by it (if 


you col tinue in it to the end) is deter nined of God, let none e 
deliverance by outward might nor power, that is by the Arm oi ficſh, 
for that will fail and wither as the Graſ. But in Mount Zion is del. 


verance, accord ing to the Word of te Lord, and in the Remnant whom 


he hath choſen.” So mind not the Builzs and Hur: yings in the world, 
nor the Overturnings among men, for throuzh all thete things will the 
Lord ſet up the Kingdom of his beloved Son, which is 4 Spi icual 
Kingdom of Peace and Righteouſneſs, 5 

The Earth was filled with Violence before the Flood, and as it was in 
the day of Noah, > it is at the coming ot the Son ot man, and had 
Noa» joy ned with the violence of the Old World, h- had been drown- 
ed with them, but he lozed Righteonſneſs, and walked in it before 
the Lord in that Generation; and therefore the Lord ad mercy upon 
him and delivered him from that general deſtruction which drowned 


the World of 7. men. 


The Earth is now filled with Violence, and corrupted through Ini- 
quiiy, and the Lord hath begun to viſit the Nation with his foie diſplea- 
fire, thereforeto your Habitation in the Lord, Oh ye his Iſrael: And 


power is given to the Devourer, who is v ithout to deſtroy much fleip ; 
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The unbaptized in heart ſhall fall by the S rd of the Lord, who bath Fu 


_ reliſted his holy Spirit, as did the uncircumciſed in the days of Old this 


was, is, and will be the Ruin of all empty Profcflions upon the Earth, for 


be is net a Chriſtian that is one out ward, neither is that Baptiſm that is 


outward in the Fleſh, bot he is a Chr iſt ian who is oe in ward; and 


Be tiſm is that of the Heart in the Spi: it, whoſe praiſe is not of men, 
but of God. And the ſaviuę knowl dge of Ch riſt is not after the fleſh, 
2 Cor 5 16. For berceforth know m. hin. ſono more, that is after the fl ſn, and 


n man kno«s the things of God but the Spirit o Gad, it muſt be re- 


. Ceived, and knowledge wai cd f r, by and through it, wh ch lone is or- 


daineg ot God to give co all mankind, knowledge and underſtand ing in 
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things relating to his Kingdom, it is the Root and Foundation of all 
truc Religion, and v it hout it there is none true in the Earth, the true 
Worſhip ſtands in it now as in times paſt, which ſhall end che Temp 
worſhip, that ſtands in bodily exerciſe; it will be left to be trodden 
4 | downof the Gentiſes, ior it is the outward Court, where the glory of 
dead ſhines not; but the inward Court arc the Spiritual Worſhippers be- 
| | fore the Al ar, here the preſence of God opens Life and the treaſury of 
1 it to the Soul, which they pertake of, who wait to be renewed in Spirit 
bdefore the Lord. 5 = 
And now my beloved Friends and Brethren, as we are made a compleat 
Body in him, our heavenly Head, let an holy and heavenly Harmony be 
1 continued amongſt us, for Unity is our ſtrengin, therefore labour to re- 
1 tain and keep it every where, that every Member of the Body may be nou- 
1 riined and kept alive by vertue of the Life within, and na ve a tender care 
of disjoynting any living Member, but 1-r ali be edi fied together in Love, 
and every Member act in its place to the honour of the Head; and aboye \ 
all, keep the Unity of the Spirit in che bond of peace, for ſo is the Will of 
God concerning us, that our Sons may be as Plants growing up in their 
Youth, walking the Steps of their Fathers, and our Daughters as Virgins 
with their Lamps trimedand burning, waiting for the Bridegroom, 24 
448 be ſte:ifaſt in him, and in the Word of his Grace, and keep the holy order | 
v3; is | of the Goſpel wichout wavering,and let every wholſem Order that is e- 
| 1 ſtabliſhed among you, [which is Comly and of good Report] be kept up [| 
| and practiſed, & keep the Reign of Truth and Power of God over every Evil-doer,with J: 
out partiality,ſo wilt the Lord crown you with dominion over the power of darkneſs eve- | 
ry where, for the true Light of which we have born teltimony, is the Seed of the King | 
dem of God. x hich muſt increaſe tili by it the knowledge of the glory of God again cover e 
* Parth astle Waters cover the Sca; therefore cherith this Seed every where, in whomſoerct | 
it is arifing ; for it is the Life and Power of Godlincſs, not the form, chat muſt inrich ts 
World with Righteouſneſs, and fil! the Earth with Bleflings. | 
And if we, or an Angel from Ileaven preach any other Goſpel, or proclaim any other 
Name then that which you have received, and in which you have believed and found 
vation and deliverance, receive us not into your Houtes, for God is one, and his Name 
one; and there is not another by which any man can be ſaved. & this name is Feſus the Anoimel 
F Goa the Father, who is now come to ſave his People, from [not in, ] there Sin ¶ unn 
hat] for ſy he was Gods Salvation in the true Goſpel Day, and lo we have proclaimed him 
in our day, and many have ſo received him, 10 whm be hath given Power to become his 50 
and Daughters,>ervants and Pandmaids in bis &cuſe,wbo are his Flock and Famih, and bath 
Bread enough, and living Water in their own Ve:'els, and none need go no more forty, * 
all holy Praiſes be given to the Lord, and to the Lamb forever and ever. ä 
Finally, dear Friends and Zrethren, be ſtrong in the Lor, and in the power of his M8 - | 
and the God of ce be with you all, ſtrengthen, ftabliſh, ſettle you upon the i 
| of Ages, in full and perfect unity with God. and one with another, in which bid you 5 
Farewell, and remain | . 4 
| "= Rigate iu Surrey the 2d. of 8 Tour true Friend and Brother in the Bond of Love #nd eli 
Sch, Mouth, 1692. 8 AMBR OSE | 
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